The Final Peace Efforts
and the declarations of Pourtales, the German ambas-
sador, to Sazonov. This document contained a definite
proposal: the submission of the Austro-Serbian problem
to the Hague Arbitration Court.
As Nicholas II had promoted the creation of the
Court, this was a natural suggestion which he had indeed
akeady made to Sazonov,(5) and as we have seen, it had
also been formulated by Serbia in her reply to the
Austrian ultimatum. But the Berlin Government refused
to consider it, and "Willy's" only comment was to put
an exclamation mark on the margin of "Nicky's" tele-
gram, thus proving that he had not even troubled to
give it serious consideration. For that matter he had
akeady declared that to submit the dispute to arbitration
seemed to him to be "madness," and that "Austria
cannot permit it,"(6) and the Wilhelmstrasse's official
reception of the Czar's suggestion was in entire accord-
ance with the Emperor's opinion. Bethmann-Hollweg
confined himself to informing Pourtales that "the Hague
Conference idea will, of course, be set aside."(y)
Obviously the situation required a prompt solution
and could not be dealt with by a method which involved
long examination; but it is also probable that an unfavour-
able verdict had been foreseen, and there is a hint of this
in Hermann Lutz's remark that "any impartial verdict
must have rejected some of the Austro-Hungarian
demands (on Serbia) as incompatible with the rights of
peoples."(8)
Vienna Refuses direct Austro-Russian Negotiation
Yet another peaceful solution had been sought, but
in the first instance without success, in those direct
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